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Policy:

The facility shall work to insure the safe, effective use of antibiotics, and shall actively seek to minimize the inappropriate use of antibiotics through ongoing assessment, education, and leadership activities as part of the facility Infection Prevention and Control Program (IPCP). In accordance with 42 CFR § 483.80, the facility will work to employ an Infection Preventionist on or before November 28, 2019.
Procedures:

1. The Facility Medical Director, in conjunction with the Infection Preventionist, Director of Nursing, and Consultant Pharmacist shall assume the leadership roles in antibiotic stewardship. The facility shall utilize the services of clinicians with specialized expertise in antibiotic prescribing (e.g.: Infectious Disease Specialists) as deemed clinically necessary.

2. Antibiotic Stewardship activities will be coordinated through the Pharmacy Committee and the Infection Control Committee. 
3. Antibiotics Stewardship activities shall include:

a. Regular Review of antibiotic utilization patterns and sensitivity patterns at the committee meetings.

b. Reports from the Laboratory on sensitivity and resistance patterns over time (quarter, year, past years).

c. Review of Antibiotic Utilization over time (quarter, year, past years).

d. Distribution of educational materials to staff on improving safe, effective use of antibiotics as well as materials on prevention of overprescribing on a regular basis in conjunction and coordination with annual Inservice Education to the Nursing Staff and other clinicians with Clinical privileges

e. Reports back to the prescribers on potential mis-prescribing/overprescribing as identified by the Pharmacy and Infection Control Committees, or as identified through monthly Drug Regimen Review.

End of Policy.
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